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FROM THE EDITOR

Summer Vacation or Summer Relocation?

It’s summertime, and the living is easy—at least for those on summer vaca-
tion. It may be a different story if you’re planning a summer relocation. If
you are, then you’re not alone. You see, summer is actually the season of
moving. Upwards of 40 million people relocate each year, and nearly half of
them make their moves between May and September. There are plenty of
reasons for this: the weather is ideal, young kids are out of school, companies
are making employee transfers during the slower months and recent college
graduates are starting new jobs in new locales.

Of course, when you relocate, you’re not just moving into a new house.
You're settling into a whole new community—one that you want to feel truly
connected to as soon as possible. That’s because a sense of community is like
a sense of well-being. It’s an important element of day-to-day life. Fortunately,
when you move to metro Atlanta, you'll find that you can get plugged in very
quickly and feel like you’ve been part of the community for as long as you
can remember. That’s why this issue is dedicated to helping you get to know
our city.

Undoubtedly, one of the most sought-after locations in metro Atlanta is
Buckhead. Whether you’re moving your family or your business to this cov-
eted community, you'll want to check out page 38, where you'll learn about
everything from Buckhead’s history to its residential offerings, business cli-
mate and the lifestyle. Also, look for another feature on page 48, which will
introduce you to metro Atlanta’s ever-growing job market and the diverse
companies that are bringing jobs to nearly every county in the area.

What's more, in addition to reading up on the area’s new home and active
adult communities, you’ll have a chance to learn more about two cities in
particular that have become standout locales in the metro area: Marietta and
Peachtree City. And don’t miss the profiles about Pinewood Forest and Mon-
tebello, two outstanding new local communities.

You may not be reading this issue while you’re kicking back on the beach
this summer, but I guarantee that your summer relocation will be entirely
worth it. And when you’re finally a resident of the ATL, you’ll discover that
the living is always easy.

Amy Meadows, Editor
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Pinewood Forest
The Story Begins

hen Pinewood Atlanta Studios
opened its doors four years
* ago, the one-million-square-

foot campus did something remarkable:
it helped turn Georgia into the number
one filming location in the world. Myriad
blockbusters, including many within the
Marvel Universe, have been produced on
the property, which is located just south
of Atlanta in Fayetteville. Approximately
4,000 people work on the production
campus every day, and a thriving industry
has sprung up around the studio. And
while that is an incredible feat, the studio
has also done something else that is
equally unprecedented: it has prompted
the creation of an entire town directly
across the street.

Situated on 235 exquisite acres of

y Son & Sons

"mnos| by
|
|
|
|

|
!
|
|
1
|

i

36 KNOWAtlanta SUMMER 2018

bucolic farmland, Pinewood Forest is a
community unlike any other. “The original
idea was to create a community that was
planned around the ecosystem of the
film industry. But it has become a cluster
for creatives,” says Rob Parker, president
of Pinewood Forest, LLC. “This is now a
community for storytellers, artists and their
patrons. Just like musicians go to Nashville
and gymnasts go to Colorado Springs, sto-
rytellers are coming to Pinewood Forest.”
What'’s attracting those individuals
is the genuinely unique live-work-play
environment of Pinewood Forest, which
is distinctly different from other mas-
ter-planned communities. On the resi-
dential side, the community will feature
600 single-family homes, 100 townhomes
and 600 multifamily apartment units.

The community can even accommodate
micro-homes and tiny homes. When it
comes to features, the homes boast every-
thing from gourmet kitchens and 10-foot
ceilings to private courtyards and profes-
sional landscaping, and homeowners can
work with the community’s design team
to customize their residences. Further-
more, each home within Pinewood For-
estis 100 percent geothermal and uses
the Earth’s constant temperature to heat
or cool with greater efficiency, saving
homeowners between 40 and 70 percent
on their HVAC bills.




What'’s more, the setting in which these
homes are located is beyond what people
might expect when thinking about a
location that’s south of a major metro-
politan city and only 20 minutes from
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International
Airport. In addition to the entire.commu-
nity being situated on beautiful forest land,
Parker notes that more than 50 percent
of the community has been dedicated
for green space, a wetland preserve and
boardwalks that traverse the property.
“Every home is either located on a park or
within a block of a park,” he says. “There
are patches of green everywhere you look.
We've basically looked at golf course living

and given the golf course to everybody.”

Of course, what truly makes Pinewood
Forest stand out is the fact that it has man-
aged to blend a rural setting with an urban
feel. In fact, the town’s design is steeped in
new urbanism, which promotes environ-
mentally friendly living habits through the
creation of walkable neighborhoods. And
that is exactly what the Pinewood Forest
team have done by devising a spectacular
European-meets-Southern-inspired Town
Center that is the focal point of the com-
munity. The 25-acre district, located in the
heart of the town, will include everything
residents could ever want just footsteps from
their front doors: 12 chef-driven restaurants,
a performing arts center, a boutique hotel
and a select service/extended stay hotel,
more than 70,000 square feet of retail and
commercial space, a 60,000-square-foot
Piedmont Wellness Center, galleries and
collaborative working space, as well as
traditional amenities like pools, sports courts
and more. There is even a micro-school that
speaks to the educational needs of highly
creative children; The Forest School uses
Socratic discussions, e-learning, hands-on
projects, apprenticeships and more to pro-
vide students with a self-paced, purposeful
education.

“With Pinewood Forest, we wanted to
answer the question, ‘Is there a better way
to live?” We looked at how people thrive,
how they flourish. We considered happi-

ness factors, and we have built all of that
into this community,” Parker observes.

Pinewood Forest is currently in phase
one of its residential development, with
60 homes built and more in various
stages of construction. The community’s
planners expect all 1,300 residences to
be completed within seven to ten years.
While that is underway, the focus is
also shifting to the Town Center, which
recently broke ground; much of it should
be completed by the end of 2019. And as
the town rises from the farmland that sur-
rounds it, people of all ages are flocking
to Pinewood Forest, with everyone from
millennials to empty nesters, as well as
film industry professionals from Los An-
geles, New York and London, recognizing
the amazing opportunity that lies within
the community.

“It’s pretty remarkable. Beauty is built into
everything here,” Parker concludes. “When
we started, we wanted to build a town across
from this incredible creative space. But it
has grown to be so much more. It’s grown
into building a better way to live. And we’re
delivering on that promise.” |

For more information, visit pinewoodforest.com.
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Construction Junction

Metro Atlanta’s top five counties
for new home purchases

By Amy Meadows

here’s nothing like moving into
-I- a newly constructed house. It’s a

pristine canvas on which you can
make your mark, transforming it from
merely a house into a bona fide home for
you and your family. And there’s no bet-
ter place to find a brand new residence
than in metro Atlanta, where new home
construction has risen steadily in recent
years as the country rebounded from the
economic downturn.

“Atlanta was the number one new
home market in the nation for years
before the downturn,” notes John Hunt,
housing economy expert and president
of MarketNsight. “We have worked
our way back to number three behind
Houston and Dallas.” And while the city
and surrounding areas haven’t reached
peak numbers like those seen in 2005,
metro Atlanta homebuilders have taken
advantage of an abundance of distressed
lots throughout the area and worked to
increase new home inventory. And they’re
providing diverse options for homebuyers
who want an array of choices. “Along with
traditional single-family homes, we are
seeing a shift (closer in) to smaller homes,
townhomes, stacked flat condos and even
some cutting-edge tiny/micro product,”
Hunt continues. “Necessity is the mother
of invention, and the high cost of devel-
opment is forcing us to finally innovate in
the new construction space.”

So, where should you go in metro Atlan-
ta to find the best new home construction
options? According to Metrostudy, which
gathers data on the housing and residen-
tial construction industry, while home-
building activity is expected to increase
moderately throughout 2018 and into
2019, it primarily will take place outside
the perimeter. According to the Greater

SUMMER 2018

Atlanta Home Builders Association
(GHBA), that’s exactly what’s happening,
as the top five counties for new home
construction and sales are Gwinnett, Ful-
ton, Forsyth, Cherokee and Cobb. Hunt
explains, “It is all about location, loca-
tion, location and price, price, price.”
People are looking beyond the perimeter
to get the most bang for their buck, and
these five counties have risen to the top
of the list for homebuyers.

#1 Gwinnett County

As the number one location for new
home construction, Gwinnett has a lot to
offer incoming residents. According to
the GHBA, it accounted for 16 percent of
all new home closings in the metro area
in 2017. It also has been recognized as
one the country’s fastest-growing coun-
ties for two decades.

#2 Fulton County

The most populous county in Georgia,
Fulton serves as the principal county of
the metro Atlanta area and boasts 12 per-
cent of new home closings. The county is
geographically large, with North Fulton
comprising such cities as Alpharetta and
Milton, while South Fulton includes cities
from Atlanta to Palmetto.

#3 Forsyth County

One of the fastest-growing counties in

the United States, Forsyth accounts for 11
percent of new construction home sales,
according to the GHBA. It also has been
recognized by the U.S. Census Bureau as
one of the Top 20 Most Affluent Counties
in America and as the Most Innovative
Community in Georgia by the Technolo-
gy Association of Georgia.

#4 Cherokee County

Comprising nine percent of new home
closings, Cherokee County is a popular
county for those relocating to the metro
Atlanta area. The county is situated in the
foothills of the North Georgia Mountains
and is home to nine impressive summits.
It is known for being the place “Where
Metro Meets the Mountains.”

#5 Cobb County

Rounding out the top five counties for new
home construction, Cobb County accounts
for eight percent of new home closings.

In addition to being a key location for
businesses relocating to the metro Atlanta
area, Cobb has been recognized by the U.S.
Census Bureau as the most educated county
in the state, as well as one of the Top 100
wealthiest counties in the United States. B
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Soleil Laurel Canyon
Mid $200s-$400s

One of Where To Retire Magazine’s Top 50 Master-Planned Com-
munities, this unique active adult community located in Canton

is where neighbors become lifelong friends while surrounded by
the opportunity to create indelible memories. Imagine days filled
with engaging activities, providing the lifestyle of a long-awaited
vacation. Spend time on the golf course or tennis courts, in the cu-
linary-teaching kitchen honing gourmet skills or on the clubhouse
balcony watching the sunset over the North Georgia Mountains.
It's your time to do what you want, when you want.

(678) 880-3071
soleillaurelcanyon.com

"._.> '_ﬂ ;.ae ot iln
Skyland Brookhaven
High $400s

Skyland Brookhaven is a new townhome community designed
with your lifestyle in mind. We are proud to offer thoughtful floor
plans, beautiful aesthetics and space that works harder. Using
quality craftsmanship from custom builders, these homes are
also technologically enabled for state-of-the-art living spaces.
Luxurious amenities include a sophisticated clubhouse, a
gorgeous saltwater pool and landscaped pocket parks. Located
in sought-after Brookhaven, this community is convenient to
upscale shopping at Lenox Square, Perimeter Mall and Northlake
Mall.

(770) 254-5363
skylandbrookhaven.com

SR Homes
From $200s-$ 1M+

A heritage of craftsmanship, a commitment to service and a vi-
sion for community are the fundamentals that make SR Homes
abuilder focused on you. With more than four decades of
experience, SR Homes offers a variety of communities in the
most sought-after locations. Homes showcase luxury appoint-
ments, distinctive exteriors and innovative interior spaces that
reflect the way families and individuals live today. Proud to

be a Certified Professional Home Builder, SR Homes is building
homes designed for every stage of life in Clarke, DeKalb, Forsyth,
Fulton, Gwinnett, Hall and Oconee counties.

(678) 252-2525
srhomes.com

‘ 3 2 L ;m‘-p;i a

David Weekley Homes
High $200s-Mid $800s

David Weekley Homes has been delighting customers in Atlanta
for more than 15 years with four decades of building experience
across the country. Weekley is one of the most sought-after
builders for homebuyers seeking a quality home and unmatched
customer service. David Weekley Homes is currently building

in communities throughout the Atlanta area, including beautiful
homes in Buckhead, Kirkwood, Smyrna, Suwanee, Woodstock,
Mableton and Decatur.

(404) 789-3033
davidweekleyhomes.com
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Patrick Malloy Communities
From $200s-$800s

Patrick Malloy Communities was founded in 1994 by Patrick
Malloy in an era when a home was part of a neighborhood,
and a neighborhood was part of a life. That core focus remains
strong today, with the family’s third generation at the helm.
Over the past 20-plus years, they have built more than 3,000
exceptional homes in metro Atlanta and developed more than
7,000 lots. With each new project comes a sense of pride and
craftsmanship and commitment to “Building Character” into
each new home and community. Live on a different level.

(770) 635-4090
pmcommunities.com

Traditions bf Braselton
From $300s+

Welcome to Traditions of Braselton! Brimming with scenic beauty,
this 1,140-acre master-planned community in the foothills of

the Blue Ridge Mountains features an 18-hole championship golf
course, opulent clubhouse, junior Olympic-sized pool, six lighted
tennis courts, an active HOA, highly revered schools, convenience
to 1-85 and more! Stunning new homes crafted by the South’s
finest builders are priced from the $300s. Experience luxury living
in a country club setting!

(706) 664-2830
traditionsofbraseltonrealty.com

Century Communities
Low $200s-$600s

Century Communities in Atlanta offers a wide variety of excep-
tional plan layouts, elevations and locations throughout metro
Atlanta to choose from, starting from the low $200s. Choose
between a move-in ready home or personalize a to-be-built
home with an exciting array of available options at Studio 100,
Century Community’s design center. Schedule an appointment
for acommunity and model home tour on our website today!

(678) 775-1640
centurycommunities.com

Pinewood Forest
Mid $300s-$1.1M+

Just south of metro Atlanta and adjacent to Pinewood Atlanta
Studios sits Pinewood Forest, a 235-acre master-planned
residential and mixed-use development. Drawing on the best
ideas in new urbanism, we are creating a walkable town unlike
any other. Enjoy green spaces, a 50-acre forest preserve, 15
miles of trails, a community pool, sports court, The Forest
School and a Town Center with 12 food concepts, shops, a
performing arts center and a Piedmont Wellness Center.

(678) 335-5562
pinewoodforest.com
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Mountain Crest by Lennar Edward Andrews Homes
From High $200s-$600s From $300s-$ 1M+
This new resort-style community in south Forsyth County is At EA Homes, we work to create comfortable luxury in every-
just minutes from shopping, dining and entertainment. Ameni- thing we do. It’s about a lifestyle that appreciates a well-built,
ties include an 8,000-plus-square-foot clubhouse with activi- purposeful home filled with thoughtful, stylish design. It's
ties room and kitchen, a junior Olympic pool with waterslide, about a design process that erases all your worries. And it's
eight lighted tennis courts, four pickleball courts, a playground, about homes that invite you to truly live in them. Let us help
village green, gardens and walking paths. Choose from a you find your own comfortable luxury in one of our more than
variety of townhomes, ranch and two-story homes with open 15 single-family and townhome communities located through-
floor plans and detailed; quality craftsmanship. out Atlanta.
(404)931-7462 (678) 582-1150
mountaincrestga.com eahomes.com

New Townhome Communities in Atlanta

Both Communities Feature Optional Rooftop Living
Prime Atlanta Locations

J\
The Chelsea Westside Features:
- 92 Luxury Boutique Townhomes
- 9 Unique Floor Plans Ranging From 1,616 to
2,888 Square Feet
- Swimming Pool
- Bocce Ball Court
- Dog Park with a Bark & Brew Gathering Area

| e Ny

Visit us at our Sales Gallery

Pam Ahern

d! 691 14th St, Suite B

| C O N Atlanta, GA 30318
=

RESIDENTIAL ===  CBC1253868 ;s 404..62.0.6988
Prices subject to availability and change without notice, pahern@|conresl|v|ng_com
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Harbor Club on Lake Oconee

Merltage Homes New Southern Living Series from the $500s

From the $170s-$600s

Harbor Club on Lake Oconee is proud to be selected as a

It’s time to expect more from your homebuilder. We're setting Southern Living Inspired Community. Harbor Club’s year-
the new standard for energy-efficient homes to help you live round residents enjoy top-ranked golf, lake living and exten-
with more savings, better health, real comfort, and peace of sive health and fitness options, as well as a community marina
mind. Whether this is your first home or your sixth, it’s important and dry dock storage. Award-winning Harbor Club is nestled
to know you have a partner in your corner; someone with the among 1,000 acres of beautiful, wooded hills and bordered
expertise to know what it takes to build to the standard you by nine miles of picturesque Lake Oconee shoreline. Enjoy the
need and expect. best in resort-style living all year round.

(877) 247-6374 (706) 453-7855
meritagehomes.com/state/ga/atlanta harborclub.com

xfinity

Welcome Home!

Give your new home the best in TV, Internet, Voice, and Home Security — all from one provider.

Xfinity X1 Xfinity Internet Xfinity Voice Xfinity Home Xfinity Mobile
Find what you want Xfinity delivers the Talk as much as you Look after your home, Add up to five lines of
faster with the X1 Voice fastest Internet and the want to nearly half the family, and pets from unlimited nationwide
Remote, get personalized most WiFi coverage world with unlimited anywhere. Plus, enjoy talk and text — included
recommendations, check throughout your home. nationwide talk and text. 24/7 security with with your Internet.
live sports, and more. professional monitoring. All you pay for is data.

I Find your local Xfinity Store or Comcast Service Center at xfinity.com/storelocator

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Features and programming vary depending on area and level of service. TV: Limited Basic service subscription required to receive other levels
of service. Not all programming available in all areas. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. WiFi claim based on Xfinity's fastest available download speed, router coverage
and speed on 5 GHz band. Voice: Service (including 911/emergency services) may not function after an extended power outage. Unlimited Talk and Text requires download of the Xfinity
Connect app. Home: Minimum term agreement required for Xfinity Home Secure service. Early termination fee applies. Requires compatible high-speed Internet service. Visit xfinity.com/
XfinityHomeSupport for more details. License #s: AL: 001484, 001504; AR: 12-030; LA: F1691; MS: 15018010; SC: BAC-13497, FAC-13440; TN: ACL 1597, ACL 1604; TX: ACR-1672104,-1818,
B16922, B02571; VA: 2705145289, DCJS 11-7361. Valid 4/19/17. See xfinity.com/homesecurity for current list. Mobile: Xfinity Mobile Device Payment Plan Agreement (“Device Agreement”)
required. Applicable taxes for the full device amount charged when device is shipped and is in addition to pay by the month monthly charge. The remaining balance under the device agreement
becomes immediately due and payable if at least one of the following post-pay subscriptions are not maintained on the account during the term of the Device Agreement: Xfinity TV, Internet,
Voice or Mobile service. Xfinity apps: Standard data charges may apply. Check with your carrier. Certain features may be restricted based upon service tier and subject to change. ©2018
Comcast. All rights reserved.

SUMMER 2018 KNOWAtlanta

65



KNOWAtlanta’s GUIDE TO NEW HOMES

Chastain East
From $1.1M+

Chastain East offers 32 custom residences nestled beside
Chastain Park. Developed by Southeast Capital Companies
and Home South Communities and located in a prominent
school district, the community features four unique floor

plan options with gracious living, entertaining areas and cozy
covered porches, as well as elevators, master-on-main layouts
and timeless finish options. Ideally located. Personally curated.
Expertly crafted. Enjoy life at Chastain East.

(404) 671-8412
chastaineast.com

Smyrna Grove
From High $300s

Smyrna Grove is a new home community of Craftsman-style
homes centered on a lake in the heart of Smyrna. This com-
munity offers timeless details, plus each home offers a front
porch and a maintenance-free front yard. Fabulous amenities
include a junior Olympic pool, 1.5-acre lake, parks, playground,
an outdoor fireplace and kitchen, a dog spa and a clubhouse.
The community is located at the intersection of Windy Hill and
0Old Concord roads, with easy access to major highwauys, plus
historic Marietta and Downtown Atlanta.’

(770) 254-5412
smyrnagrove.com

Artisan Built Communities
Mid $200s-Mid $300s

Artisan Built Communities is the developer of Atlanta’s 2015
Master Planned Community of the Year: NatureWalk at Seven
Hills. Today, relocating families can choose from beautiful,
traditional, two-story homes in a community that is ideally
located near top-rated schools and brimming with world-class
amenities. Homes in NatureWalk at Seven Hills feature expan-
sive, open floor plans, gourmet kitchens, outdoor living areas,
coffered ceilings and much more.

(678) 792-9490
discoverartisan.com

The Providence Group
From $300s-$1M

Proud to be the leading luxury homebuilder in Atlanta, The
Providence Group offers 20+ communities in Atlanta’s most
sought-after locations. The Providence Group features a home
design and community to fit every lifestyle, with designs offer-
ing a range of options, including third-level retreats, finished
terrace levels, main level owner’s suites, gourmet kitchens and
more. Community amenity packages typically include gated
entrances, pools, clubhouses and lawn care. The award-win-
ning design center allows homebuyers to personalize their
new home:.

(678)990-8561
theprovidencegroup.com
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